
THE JERUSALEM REPORT APRIL 23, 2012 31

THE SYRIAN UPRISING AGAINST BASHAR ASSAD’S
regime is now one year old, and predictions of Assad’s imminent 
fall, à la Tunisia’s Ben-Ali, Egypt’s Mubarak and Libya’s Gad-

For the time being, Assad’s forces have the upper hand, militarily, 
while being emboldened by the diplomatic backing of Russia and 

Some members of the Turkey-based Syria National Council even re-
signed recently, charging that the long-exiled Syrian Muslim Brother-

The broad international and regional support for forcing Bashar 

and China have vetoed Security Council resolutions calling for Assad 
to step down, and diplomatic efforts to bring about an end to violence 

-
cil, no longer places exclusive responsibility on the regime for the 

Meanwhile, the core of the Assad regime, militarily and politically, 

climbing) more and more resembles the kind of sectarian strife, which 

This is exactly what the bulk of Syria’s minority communities – 

The Muslim Brotherhood is aware of the concerns among both 
Syrian minorities and the international community over the possible 
consequences of a post-Assad Sunni Muslim Brotherhood-led re-

The Obama Administration has become an advocate of regime 
-

A recent analysis by the Washington-based Brookings Institute 
lays out the dangers to US interests inherent in both Assad’s survival 

Assad, ranging from diplomacy and coercive sanctions, to arming the 
Syrian opposition, undertaking a bombing campaign or even an Iraq-
style ground invasion, either unilaterally or at the head of a NATO 

-
ing concern is that the longer the violent stalemate continues, the great-

contribute to Syria’s descent into a maelstrom with profound implica-

Regionally, Assad’s opponents in the Arab world, and particularly 

see the strategic blow to Iran that Assad’s fall would entail, but is re-

houses both the Syrian opposition and thousands of Syrian refugees, 
would be central to any military action, or even the creation of safe 

the longtime Syria watcher and biographer of Bashar’s father, Hafez, 

The author is the Marcia Israel Principal Research Fellow at the Moshe Dayan 
Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies, Tel Aviv University.
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The longer the violent stalemate 
continues, the greater the likelihood that 
Salafi-jihadi elements will contribute to 

Syria’s descent into a maelstrom

The Damascus puzzle

Bruce Maddy-Weitzman

MIDEAST MONITOR


