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Sounds from North Africa

W HEN LOOKING AT REGIONAL
developments and how they might
affect their own lives, Israelis under-

standably tend to fix their gaze eastward.
Ironically, since the end of the state of war
between Egypt and Israel in 1979, Israelis have
become generally indifferent towards the goings-
on along the Nile. This is even more the case with
regard to events further west, in Algeria and
Morocco, the “core” states of North Africa.

Two recent, albeit very different, occurrences
demonstrate that the Maghreb – the Islamic West
– warrants greater attention. 

The first was the unprecedented crisis in
Algerian-Egyptian relations, which erupted in
November and has still not been entirely damped
down. The setting was the three-match brawl
between their respective national football teams,
Egypt’s “Pharoahs” and Algeria’s “Fennecs”
(“Desert Foxes”), with the winner (Algeria) attaining a coveted spot in
next summer’s quadrennial World Cup tournament. What ensued was
the worst sort of passions that sports can ignite. Inflamed by irresponsi-
ble media campaigns and YouTube postings, and reinforced by the
actions of political and business elites, significant segments of the
Algerian and Egyptian publics alike viewed the contest as a zero-sum
struggle for national dignity, honor and revenge. Triggered by a barrage
of rocks thrown at the Algerian team bus in Cairo, which left three play-
ers bloodied and in need of stitches, the crisis spiraled out of control.
Scores of injuries to supporters on both sides were incurred as well as
damages to Egyptian companies in Algeria, resulting in the temporary
return home of thousands of Egyptian workers there, the withdrawal of
Egypt’s ambassador for consultations, boycotts, mutual insults, and
inflammatory proclamations by various politicians, including Husni
Mubarak’s two sons. Calls for sanity by cooler heads on both sides,
which included reminders of the history of Algerian-Egyptian solidari-
ty on the basis of pan-Arab and “revolutionary” values, were ignored.
Statist national-chauvinism of the cheapest kind was the order of the
day in both countries, emanating from both “below” and “above.” 

Notwithstanding Morocco’s longstanding political tensions with
Algeria, the Moroccan public unreservedly backed the Algerian team,
in what was clearly a case of identification with people linguistically,
culturally and historically “like us.” Egyptians, one frequently heard
from Maghrebis, are patronizing towards North Africans, remonstrating
them for not being “true Arabs” even as they themselves emphasize
their uniqueness as Egyptians. 

One can only conclude that the politics of identity are alive and well
in Egypt and North Africa, and that their overwhelmingly youthful pop-
ulations, whose opportunities for social, economic and political
advancement are severely constrained, are especially vulnerable to pop-
ulist, demagogic messages.

Concurrent to the crisis, a very different sort of
North Africa voice was heard in Israel: that of an
18-person delegation of Moroccan Berber/
Amazigh (literally “free men”) educators and
advocates participating in a week-long education-
al seminar at Yad Vashem. This first-ever visit by
a group from a so-called “Arab” country con-
firmed anew the unique status of Morocco in the
history of Arab-Israeli relations. What made this
particular instance especially noteworthy was that
it was initiated not by the Moroccan monarchy
but from within Moroccan society

Berbers are the indigenous population of
North Africa who, even today, after decades of
Arabization and state centralization, constitute an
estimated 40 percent of the population of
Morocco and 20 percent in Algeria. The “Berber
Culture Movement” is an amorphous, many-
headed phenomenon with a clear core demand:

the recognition by the Moroccan and Algerian state authorities of the
existence of the Amazigh people as a collective, and constitutional
recognition of Tamazight as an official language of the state. Militant
secular Berberists commonly refer to the state’s hegemonic ideology of
Arab nationalism as “Arab-Islamic Ba’athism,” or even “Arab-Islamic
totalitarianism.” In Algeria, Berber demands are more overtly political;
in Morocco, they are primarily cultural, and are encouraged, up to a
point, by the monarchy itself, in order to counterbalance the Islamist
political current. 

Many Amazigh activists openly or covertly admire the Zionist pro-
ject, namely, the revival of a national language and the successful asser-
tion of ethno-national rights in the face of an intolerant Arab world.
Often they complain that their governments spend an inordinate amount
of energy on behalf of the Palestinian cause, at the expense of the real
needs of their societies. Hence, the visit by the Moroccan Amazigh del-
egation to Yad Vashem was not only, or even primarily, a statement
about the need for Moroccan educators to incorporate the study of the
Holocaust and its lessons into their curriculum. It was also a statement
of solidarity with Israel and an effort to reach out, in opposition to the
pan-Arab and Islamist currents in their own society. To be sure, the
Amazigh current is neither a mass movement nor of one stripe. But after
decades of subterranean existence, it is now an above-board, authentic,
and even legitimate part of the North African political and cultural fir-
mament. 

For Israelis, so conditioned to being surrounded by unremittingly
hostile voices, the sounds of the Amazigh movement, trumpeting toler-
ance, liberalism, secularism and human rights for everyone, including
the Jewish people, are refreshingly different. •
The author is the Marcia Israel Senior Research Fellow at the Moshe
Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies, Tel Aviv
University.

A
V

I K
A

T
Z



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo true
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Preserve
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K 0
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [737.008 1048.819]
>> setpagedevice


