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Israel at War – MDC Media update 

October 27, 2023 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Three weeks after the traumatic October 7 terrorist attacks, four hostages were released 

from captivity in Gaza. Two Americans, Judith Tai Raanan and her daughter Natalie 

Ranaan were released on October 20, and on October 24, two elderly Israelis, Yocheved 

Lifshitz, 85, and Nurit Cooper, 79, were also released. The hostage issue has taken center 

stage, as the IDF's ground offensive is still on hold. More than 200 hostages remain in 

captivity, including more than 30 children and 10-20 elderly. The government's war aims 

and its plan for the "day after" Hamas in Gaza has also become a subject of much discussion 

in the media. These issues, as well as the regional and international politics shaping the 

war were analyzed by our researchers in the media and with the public this week. In our 

ongoing effort to keep you informed with analysis on the latest developments, we have 

compiled an updated list of links to media and public appearances by our MDC researchers 

this week. Thank you for your support and interest in our work, we hope you continue to 

find this material informative and helpful. 

 

Hebrew: 

Prof. Eyal Zisser wrote in Israel Hayom (October 21, 2023) about the role played by Qatar 

in the strengthening of Hamas in Gaza. 

https://www.israelhayom.co.il/opinions/article/14735787
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Prof. Uzi Rabi spoke on Kan11 (October 22, 2023) about the presence of Hamas and The 

Islamic Jihad in the West Bank and the intention of these organizations to ignite the region; 

and about the connections between Iran and the Houthis in Yemen following the attempt 

to fire rockets from Yemen to Israel (here). 

Prof. Uzi Rabi analyzed in N12 (October 24, 2023) the global map of interests in the war 

between Israel and Hamas. 

 

English: 

Dr. Brandon Friedman participated in The Foreign Policy Research Institute's webinar 

(October 19, 2023) discussing the regional impact of the Gaza War. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by CNN (October 21, 2023) discussing the future of 

Gaza strip. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by CBC (October 21, 2023) about the network of tunnels 

beneath Gaza used by Hamas and how it will affect the fighting. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in The Wall Street Journal's profile of Hamas Leader 

Yahya Sinwar, the mastermind of October 7 attack (October 21, 2023). 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by TVP World (October 22, 2023) about the Russian 

involvement in the Middle East. 

Prof. Eyal Zisser wrote in Israel Hayom (October 22, 2023) about Israel's wrong 

assumptions regarding the Hamas. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by DW News (October 23, 2023) about the network of 

tunnels beneath Gaza and the difficulties in bombing it from air. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by Globes (October 23, 2023) about the Israeli 

failure to really understand Hamas. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by The New York Times (October 24, 2023) 

analyzing Hamas motives for releasing 4 hostages in the last week. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by the radio program The World (October 24, 2023) 

discussing the tunnels beneath Gaza used by Hamas. 

https://youtu.be/7Kh1cUGbH7A?si=a7yUapXYd_2XfUaI&t=187
https://youtu.be/7Edfi-hG1jw?si=heSfKuer5x1ehIiI
https://www.mako.co.il/news-world/2023_q4/Article-36b1fc8a9fb5b81026.htm
https://youtu.be/Wbk7VTurwCo?si=GYB3Ejns6QFgWyDb
https://www.cnn.com/2023/10/21/middleeast/israel-hamas-war-gaza-future-intl/index.html
https://www.cbc.ca/news/world/israel-military-gaza-battle-tunnels-1.7003180
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamass-gaza-chief-once-a-high-profile-prisoner-in-israel-is-now-a-dead-man-walking-c34e741a
https://youtu.be/cb75DnMpYzo?si=usBTP9XHp2T0IRze
https://www.israelhayom.com/opinions/hamas-attack-proved-two-working-assumptions-wrong/
https://youtu.be/nz_eRuYHWoU?si=HqPb7_83PkRWtjXK
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-how-israel-was-willingly-deceived-by-hamas-1001460797
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/10/24/world/middleeast/israel-gaza-hostages.html
https://theworld.org/media/2023-10-24/hamas-tunnel-network-explored
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Persian: 

Prof. Uzi Rabi spoke on VOA Farsi (October 26, 2023) about the history, ideology, and 

goals of Hizballah in Lebanon. 

 

German:  

Dr. Michael Milshtein analyzes on Frankfurter Allgemeine (October 23, 2023) the 

possible eventualities of the prospect Israel's invasion of Gaza. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in Frankfurter Rundschau (October 24, 2023) 

regarding the documents which were found in field after Hamas attack and reveal Hamas 

plans. 

 

French: 

Prof. Bruce Maddy-Weitzman was quoted in La-Croix (October 23, 2023) regarding 

Morocco - Israel relationship in the context of the war in Gaza. 

 

Spanish: 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by WRadio (October 23, 2023) about the network of 

tunnels beneath Gaza used by Hamas. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by DW (October 25, 2023) discussing possible 

scenarios for the future of the Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was quoted in Onda Vasca (October 25, 2023) regarding Israel's 

necessity to eliminate Hamas. 

Prof. Uzi Rabi was interviewed by Ara (October 27, 2023) analyzing who moves the 

strings of Hamas. 

 

Best, 

Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies 

Tel Aviv University 

https://www.youtube.com/live/Xu6BFHyKOMA?si=kIgBkwSxPO9_uD0n&t=3069
https://www.fr.de/politik/frieden-fuer-gaza-und-israel-was-ist-nach-dem-krieg-szenarien-zr-92596296.html
https://www.fr.de/politik/geheime-dokumente-offenbaren-blutige-plaene-der-hamas-im-israel-krieg-zr-92596855.html
https://www.la-croix.com/international/Guerre-Israel-Hamas-lalliance-entre-Maroc-Israel-mise-lepreuve-2023-10-23-1201287927
https://www.wradio.com.co/2023/10/24/que-son-y-como-funcionan-los-misteriosos-tuneles-de-hamas-en-gaza/
https://www.dw.com/es/cinco-escenarios-para-el-futuro-de-la-franja-de-gaza/a-67216774
https://www.ondavasca.com/incertidumbre-sobre-la-ofensiva-terrestre-en-gaza-por-la-seguridad-de-los-rehenes/
https://www.ara.cat/internacional/proxim-orient/professor-milicia-mutilat-mou-fils-hamas_130_4839870.html?giveAway=YrWjKwksc5BeSOQ9

