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Israel at War – MDC Media update 

January 17, 2024 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

This week Israel marked 100 days of war since Hamas's October 7 terrorist attacks. There 

are still believed to be 136 Israelis held in captivity in Gaza. The Israeli Defense Forces 

(IDF) withdrew the 36th Division from Gaza after two months of fighting, while the 98th, 

99th, and 162nd divisions continue the ground war in northern, central, and southern Gaza. 

The media has reported that Lebanon has produced a roadmap for implementing UN 

Security Council Resolution 1701, and the United States has increased its diplomatic 

efforts to prevent a war between Israel and Hizballah. Nevertheless, a Hizballah anti-tank 

missile killed a mother and son in Kfar Yuval, near the Lebanese border this week. 

Hizballah has also targeted major Israeli military infrastructure in recent weeks. Late last 

week, the UN's International Court of Justice in the Hague held two days of hearings to 

determine the "plausibility" of South Africa's charges of genocide against Israel. The 

continued Houthi missile and drone attacks on shipping transiting to and from Israel 

through the Bab al-Mandab, were met with a joint US-UK military response over the 

weekend, which included strikes on Houthi targets across Yemen. 

In our continued effort to keep you well-informed, please see the list below of media and 

public appearances by MDC researchers during the past three weeks. We are continuing 

our efforts to analyze and explain the fluid developments in this conflict for the general 

public and our community of subscribers. 
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Hebrew: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed for Channel 12’s podcast One A Day (December 

25, 2023) regarding the Palestinian society’s views about Hamas and the war. 

Prof. Uzi Rabi spoke on Channel 13 (December 25, 2023) about the fighting in the Gaza 

Strip and Hamas’s use of civic space for its anti-Israel activities. 

Prof. Eyal Zisser explained in Israel Hayom (December 30, 2023) how Israel’s policy of 

“The War Between the Wars” led to the October 7 attacks. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke on Channel 12 (December 31, 2023) about the extent of Qatar’s 

influence on Hamas’s leaders in Gaza regarding the negotiations to release the Israeli 

hostages. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein spoke on Channel 13 (January 2, 2024) about Hassan Nasrallah’s 

dilemma following the killing of one of Hamas’s senior leaders, Saleh al-Arouri. 

Dr. Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak was interviewed by The Marker (January 2, 2024) 

regarding Israel’s dependency on oil from Azerbaijan via Turkey and how the deterioration 

of Turkey-Israel relations might affect it. 

Dr. Harel Chorev analyzed in Maariv (January 3, 2024) the role of Hamas senior leader 

Saleh al-Arouri and the impact of his death on Hamas’s survival and the war. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein explained in Ynet (January 5, 2024) how the intellectual discourse 

in the West evolved from anti-colonial protests to justifying Hamas’s war crimes. 

Prof. Uzi Rabi spoke on Kan11 (January 7, 2024) following the cyberattack at Beirut’s 

international airport. 

Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed for the podcast The Headline (January 8, 2024) and 

analyzed Syria’s interests, noting that Syria permits Iran to operate within its territories 

against Israel but refrains from directly participating in the war. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein spoke on Channel 12 (January 9, 2024) about Hassan Nasrallah’s 

dilemma following the killing of Wissam al-Tawil, senior Hizballah commander. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein warned in Haaretz (January 10, 2024) against the idea of 

transferring control in the Gaza Strip to local clans. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein explained on Kan Beit Radio (January 10, 2024) how Hamas 

understands the escalation on Israel’s northern border (from minute 37:36). 

https://omny.fm/shows/ehadbeyom/7b59605b-3686-497d-86cc-b0e2013e4238
https://youtu.be/s5waZsn4QZI?si=aXVW4T2w5jfJvSwY&t=261
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/opinions/article/15025674
https://youtu.be/IORWCzwk64c
https://youtu.be/KhPOOKyZgks
https://www.themarker.com/magazine/2024-01-02/ty-article-magazine/.premium/0000018c-bf34-d45c-a98e-bf7c06f70000
https://www.maariv.co.il/journalists/opinions/Article-1064795
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/hkh3374o6
https://youtu.be/Nq6Wrr6mU8k
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/theheadline/article/kx3277x9u
https://youtu.be/opgUM1tg_9Q?si=wn9jLDESVvdsoZoQ&t=380
https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/2024-01-10/ty-article/.highlight/0000018c-f31b-d2f9-a3ef-f77f5f630000
https://www.kan.org.il/player?itemId=681788&playerType=Radio
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Dr. Uzi Rabi spoke on Channel 13 (January 13, 2024) about the future of the Gaza Strip 

and the escalation on Israel’s northern border. 

Dr. Irit Back explained in Haaretz (January 14, 2024) the reasons for South Africa’s anti-

Israel policy. 

 

English: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed for TAU Podcast (December 19, 2023) and 

explored possible scenarios facing Israel, Hamas, the Palestinian Authority and other actors 

affecting the war. 

Dr. Brandon Friedman spoke on BBC News (January 3, 2024) and explained whether the 

death of Hamas senior leader Saleh al-Arouri meant escalation with Hizballah and what 

we might expect for a "day after" in the Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in The Wall Street Journal (January 3, 2024) explaining 

the role Saleh al-Arouri played in aligning Hamas with Iran and Hizballah. 

Dr. Brandon Friedman moderated a special webinar (January 3, 2024) about the Houthi 

role in the October 7 War - Global, Local, and Regional Perspectives.  

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by AP News (January 3, 2024) regarding the impact of 

the assassination of Hamas senior leader Saleh al-Arouri on Hamas’s survival and the war. 

Dr. Joshua Krasna was interviewed by The Times of Israel (January 4, 2024) regarding 

Hizballah’s reaction to the killing of Hamas senior leader Saleh al-Arouri in Lebanon. 

Dr. Joshua Krasna analyzed in Foreign Policy Research Institute (January 5, 2024) the 

impact of the October 7 attacks and the Israel-Hamas war on Israel’s relations with United 

Arab Emirates and Bahrain. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein explained in Ynet News (January 5, 2024) how the intellectual 

discourse in the West evolved from anti-colonial protests to justifying Hamas’s war crimes. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in The Wall Street Journal (January 5, 2024) regarding 

US efforts to prevent escalation in the Middle East. 

Dr. Irit Back explained in Haaretz (January 14, 2024) the reasons for South Africa’s anti-

Israel policy. 

 

  

https://youtu.be/NCN7qBWSr7A?si=9oACXLi3QA9oP12j&t=268
https://www.haaretz.co.il/news/world/africa/2024-01-13/ty-article/.highlight/0000018d-03aa-d832-a59d-17bf4bfa0000
https://youtu.be/o0UQEEyy1_8?si=eqTG6eaGexGTpr_g
https://youtu.be/YHlo3nfr-M0
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/hamas-leader-killed-in-beirut-was-linchpin-of-relations-with-iran-hezbollah-dd8fd6e8
https://youtu.be/1sQC5uPK_J4?si=G3F3i0_N4eH9k8T7&t=11
https://apnews.com/article/israel-hamas-saleh-arouri-assassination-war-2ffee158445dc8dcaffd9bdc4e1164a0
https://www.timesofisrael.com/despite-arouri-strike-in-his-backyard-nasrallah-is-trying-to-avoid-war-with-israel/
https://www.fpri.org/article/2024/01/the-october-7-massacre-and-the-war-in-gaza-impact-on-bahrain-and-the-united-arab-emirates/
https://www.ynetnews.com/article/bkip6pf006
https://www.wsj.com/world/middle-east/u-s-steps-up-diplomatic-push-to-avert-broader-middle-east-war-316b301f
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2024-01-14/ty-article/.premium/at-icj-south-africa-channels-mandelas-legacy-for-its-own-political-purposes/0000018d-0863-d71c-ad9f-4be37c4d0000
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German: 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke on ZDF heute (January 3, 2024) regarding the concerns about an 

expansion of the war following the killing of Hamas senior leader Saleh al-Arouri. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke on ZDF heute (January 5, 2024) about Defense Minister Yoav 

Gallant’s plan for the next phase of the fighting and for Gaza’a future. 

 

French: 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by FranceInfo (December 31, 2023) regarding Hamas’s 

network of tunnels beneath Gaza and how IDF is coping with that issue. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by FranceInfo (January 16, 2024) regarding the next 

phase of fighting in the Gaza Strip. 

 

Spanish: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in Forbes (January 1, 2024) regarding Israel’s 

preparedness for a prolonged war in Gaza during 2024. 

 

Chinese: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in The Wall Street Journal (January 4, 2024) explaining 

the role Saleh al-Arouri played in aligning Hamas with Iran and Hizballah. 

 

Thank you for your time, attention, and continued support. 

 

Best, 

The Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies 

Tel Aviv University 

https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute-journal/sorge-eskalation-nahost-100.html
https://www.zdf.de/nachrichten/heute-journal/nahostkonflikt-nachkriegs-plan-100.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/monde/proche-orient/israel-palestine/guerre-entre-le-hamas-et-israel-tsahal-cible-prioritairement-les-tunnels-de-gaza_6275457.html
https://www.francetvinfo.fr/monde/palestine/gaza/guerre-dans-la-bande-de-gaza-vers-la-fin-de-l-offensive_6307674.html
https://forbes.co/2024/01/01/actualidad/israel-busca-adaptar-su-despliegue-militar-para-una-guerra-prolongada-en-gaza-durante-2024
https://cn.wsj.com/amp/articles/%E5%93%88%E9%A9%AC%E6%96%AF%E9%81%87%E5%AE%B3%E9%A2%86%E5%AF%BC%E4%BA%BA%E6%98%AF%E5%8D%8F%E8%B0%83%E4%B8%8E%E4%BC%8A%E6%9C%97%E5%92%8C%E7%9C%9F%E4%B8%BB%E5%85%9A%E5%85%B3%E7%B3%BB%E7%9A%84%E5%85%B3%E9%94%AE%E4%BA%BA%E7%89%A9-46457373

