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Israel at War – MDC Media update 

November 23, 2023 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Early this week, there were reports of a breakthrough for a deal to release approximately 

50 of the Israeli hostages, primarily children and their mothers, in exchange for Palestinians 

minors for females held in Israeli prisons. This exchange is expected to unfold over the 

course of a four-day cease-fire, with 10-12 Israeli hostages released each day. 

Humanitarian aid is also expected to be delivered into Gaza during the four-day cease-

fire. The deal follows a week of fierce fighting in northern Gaza, escalation on Israel's 

northern border, an Extraordinary Arab-Islamic summit in Riyadh, and international 

pressure for a post-war plan for Gaza. 

In our continued effort to keep you well-informed, please see the list below of media and 

public appearances by MDC researchers during the past week. We are continuing our 

efforts to analyze and explain the fluid developments in this conflict for the general public 

and our community of subscribers. 

 

Hebrew: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein examined in Haaretz (November 8, 2023) how the Palestinian 

historical narrative swings from aggression to victimization. 

https://www.timesofisrael.com/behind-the-scenes-of-the-intense-talks-that-led-to-the-israel-hamas-hostage-deal/
https://www.haaretz.co.il/magazine/the-edge/2023-11-08/ty-article/.highlight/0000018b-aede-dedf-adab-efdec32d0000
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Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed by Globes (November 9, 2023) and explained how 

Captagon became popular in the Middle East. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein argues in Ynet (November 14, 2023) that there is a new "Iron 

Curtain" dividing the world between different perceptions of truth and morality. 

Prof. Itamar Rabinovich was interviewed by Maariv (November 15, 2023) about the 

history of Hizballah and its goals. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by Haaretz (November 15, 2023) analyzing the 

discourse in Arab media towards the October 7 attack and the war in Gaza. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to N12 (November 16, 2023) about the shooting attack at Israeli 

checkpoint south of Jerusalem. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by N12 (November 16, 2023) and discussed the 

role played by UNRWA in the Gaza Strip. 

Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed for the N12 podcast One A Day (November 19, 2023), 

discussed the history of Hizballah and tried to answer the question – what does Nasrallah 

want? (the second part of the podcast – here) 

Prof. Eyal Zisser wrote in Israel Hayom (November 19, 2023) about the common interests 

between Israel and Arab states in fighting Hamas. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to N12 (November 20, 2023) about the use of Shifa hospital by 

Hamas. 

 

English: 

Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed by Globes (November 12, 2023) and explained how 

Captagon became popular in the Middle East. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in Italy24 (November 12) arguing that the Hamas' 

military equipment resembles that of a "state armies". 

https://www.globes.co.il/news/article.aspx?did=1001461928
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/sjvjcsjv6
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/Article-1052268
https://www.haaretz.co.il/gallery/media/2023-11-15/ty-article-magazine/.premium/0000018b-d2c7-d168-a3ef-d7ffaa4d0000
https://youtu.be/MCK33VbcGWc
https://www.mako.co.il/news-military/6361323ddea5a810/Article-eb82d32d0b8db81026.htm
https://www.mako.co.il/news-podcast_n12/one_a_day/Article-d1796698c74eb81026.htm
https://www.mako.co.il/news-podcast_n12/one_a_day/Article-82d392a486aeb81027.htm
https://www.israelhayom.co.il/opinions/article/14837612
https://youtu.be/NVvql8pvhBs
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-the-drug-that-stimulates-and-finances-terrorists-1001462238
https://news.italy24.press/world/1026909.html
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Prof. Uzi Rabi explained on I24 News (November 13, 2023) how attacks on U.S. forces in 

Iraq and Syria by "the arms of the Iranian octopus" can drag Israel and the U.S. into a 

regional war. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein spoke on the TLV1 podcast (November 13, 2023) about Hamas and 

post-war Gaza. 

Dr. Brandon Friedman spoke to BBC News (November 13, 2023) about the long-term 

implications of the war and the danger of regional escalation. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by Globes (November 14, 2023) regarding the 

Palestinian Authority's inability to control Gaza. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was quoted in Indo&NY (November 16, 2023) regarding IDF ground 

offensive and the use of Hamas in tunnels to hide or to escape. 

Dr. Paul Rivlin was quoted in The Washington Post (November 16, 2023) regarding the 

collapse of the economy in Gaza.  

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in Newsweek (November 17, 2023) regarding the next 

stages in Israel's ground offensive. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein examined in Haaretz (November 17, 2023) how the Palestinian 

historical narrative swings from aggression to victimization. 

Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed by Breitbart (November 19, 2023) about Antisemitism 

on university campuses in the U.S. 

Dr. Brandon Friedman spoke to BBC News (November 20, 2023) and discussed the steady 

attacks by Hizballah and Houthis on Israel and what would be required for the "day after" 

in Gaza. 

 

Arabic: 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to BBC News al-Arabi (November 15, 2023) about Hamas’s use 

of Shifa hospital and other hospitals in the Gaza Strip. 

 

https://youtu.be/8qNJkHCcEcg?si=S5FocNgJVEiCYiDG
https://tlv1.fm/the-tel-aviv-review/2023/11/13/hamas-is-not-going-anywhere
https://youtu.be/B7wgIIGG0mM
https://en.globes.co.il/en/article-could-the-palestinian-authority-control-gaza-1001462388
https://www.indonewyork.com/politics/war-in-the-middle-east-focus-on-the-500-kilometer-long-tunnel-system-h99961.html
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/11/16/gaza-economy-war-rebuilding-israel/
https://www.newsweek.com/israel-mission-accomplished-problem-hamas-gaza-strip-west-bank-1844770
https://www.haaretz.com/israel-news/2023-11-17/ty-article-magazine/.highlight/the-soul-searching-the-palestinians-never-do/0000018b-da31-d423-affb-fbb393010000
https://www.breitbart.com/education/2023/11/19/tel-aviv-university-expert-antisemitism-on-u-s-campuses-begins-with-hating-america/
https://youtu.be/xVMvAXTEdCI
https://youtu.be/5fIohdIoqOM
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Turkish: 

Prof. Eyal Zisser was interviewed by Oksijen (November 13, 2023) and discussed Gaza's 

future. 

 

German: 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke on Spiegel (November 14, 2023) about the tunnels beneath Gaza 

and how they endanger Israeli soldiers. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by Juedische Allgemeine (November 16, 2023) 

regarding the question – who can control Gaza? 

Dr. Harel Chorev was quoted in Zeit Online (November 17, 2023) regarding the IDF 

ground offensive and the use of Hamas in tunnels to hide or to escape. 

 

French: 

Prof. Bruce Maddy-Weitzman analyzed in Le360 (November 14, 2023) the future of the 

region and of the Abraham Accords. 

 

Italian: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in La Repubblica (November 12) arguing that the 

Hamas's military equipment resembles that of a "state armies". 

 

 

Thank you for your time, attention, and continued support. 

 

Best, 

The Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies 

Tel Aviv University 

https://gazeteoksijen.com/dunya/israilli-profesor-eyal-zisser-netanyahunun-gazzeye-yonelik-net-bir-plani-yok-194397
https://www.spiegel.de/ausland/israel-im-krieg-gegen-die-hamas-das-ist-kein-haeuserkampf-das-ist-ein-tunnelkampf-a-a474dd90-6943-44c0-a95d-374003b7f17a
https://www.juedische-allgemeine.de/politik/wer-wird-gaza-regieren/
https://www.zeit.de/news/2023-11/17/israel-im-terrain-der-hamas-augenmerk-auf-den-untergrund
https://fr.le360.ma/politique/gaza-le-hamas-netanyahu-liran-les-accords-dabraham-voici-lanalyse-de-lhistorien-et-politologue-bruce_EWIHIHZWJZHRXH77GXMFNGFIOE/
https://www.repubblica.it/esteri/2023/11/12/news/missili_terra-aria_mini-sottomarini_arsenale_hamas_grande_sofisticato_come_esercito-420173716/

