
1 
 

 

 

 

Israel at War – MDC Media update 

December 11, 2023 
 

Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

It is the start of the tenth week since "Black Saturday" of October 7, and the ground 

offensive in Gaza was resumed after negotiations for the exchange of additional Hamas-

held hostages broke down at the beginning of the month. Israeli forces have engaged in 

intense firefights in the Jabalia refugee camp in northern Gaza, while at the same time 

beginning their campaign in Khan Younis, the largest city in southern Gaza. A week after 

the Houthis used ballistic missiles to attack three commercial ships in the Red Sea, the 

Houthi leadership announced that it would target all Israel-bound ships, regardless of 

nationality. Hizballah also resumed its attacks on Israel from southern Lebanon, killing a 

civilian with an anti-tank missile and prompting Prime Minister Netanyahu to warn 

Hezbollah of war. 

In our continued effort to keep you well-informed, please see the list below of media and 

public appearances by MDC researchers during the past week. We are continuing our 

efforts to analyze and explain the fluid developments in this conflict for the general public 

and our community of subscribers. 
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Hebrew: 

Prof. Uzi Rabi identified in Ynet (December 1, 2023) the connection between religious 

extremism and the brutal violence Israel experienced in the October 7 attacks. 

Prof. Uzi Rabi explained in Maariv (December 1, 2023) Hamas’s efforts to clear its name 

and improve its image. 

Prof. Uzi Rabi spoke to Channel 13 (December 2, 2023) about Hamas’s psychological 

warfare. In the second part of the interview prof. Rabi spoke about the ideology of the 

Muslim Brotherhood and Hamas. 

Dr. Arik Rudnitzky was interviewed by Maariv (December 3, 2023) following the survey 

MDC published last week of Arab Society’s Views on the War between Israel and Hamas. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed for the podcast The Headline (December 4, 2023) and 

discussed the relations between the Gaza Strip and the West Bank (from minute 11:00). 

Dr. Arik Rudnitzky spoke to Kan11 (December 5, 2023) following the survey MDC 

published last week of Arab Society’s Views on the War between Israel and Hamas. 

Dr. Hay Eytan Cohen Yanarocak spoke to Channel 12 (December 5, 2023) regarding 

Turkey and Qatar relations and the deterioration of Turkey-Israel relations. 

Dr. Mira Tzoreff spoke to Relevant (December 6, 2023) regarding Egypt’s refusal to 

control the Gaza Strip or to accept Palestinian refugees. 

Inbal Nissim- Louvton was interviewed for the podcast The Headline (December 7, 2023) 

about the Houthis and why they are attacking Israel. 

Ilan Zalayat was interviewed by Relevant (December 10, 2023) regarding the complicated 

relations between Israel and Qatar and Qatar’s role in the negotiations to release the 

hostages. 

 

English: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein explains in an article published by The Jerusalen Strategic Tribune 

(December 1, 2023) why it is so difficult for Israel to decipher Hamas. 

https://www.ynet.co.il/health/article/hkumzq7rp
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/military/Article-1056441
https://youtu.be/DK-PLMD_yos?si=zOIrFD8x3vTozzDp&t=282
https://youtu.be/oWynSxgscdE?si=pkpdFcB9D3zGW1B8&t=690
https://www.maariv.co.il/news/politics/Article-1056837?fbclid=IwAR3_sjU8eewMGLWdXDPRDmhhoygkH1a-DyPp8-IQlgvOadgkq_czRC7wp8c
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/theheadline/article/birh62v8j
https://youtu.be/V1kRIE72-T8
https://youtu.be/nqOIWeRgK4c?si=D3y1KUu8eoORu4fy
https://live.relevant.co.il/#/home/mediadetail?mediaId=256286ad-b2fb-401a-9137-2c3559ae72ff&mediaType=Title/mediaplayer?sourceType=Title&id=256286ad-b2fb-401a-9137-2c3559ae72ff&position=0&prevScreen=mediadetail
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/theheadline/article/ynokcoo64
https://live.relevant.co.il/#/home/vodcategory?menuSlug=menu-5/mediaplayer?sourceType=Title&id=e75e7eda-91b9-43b2-8cc9-4c1034c44215&position=0&prevScreen=vodcategory&contentLocation=%D7%99%D7%95%D7%9D%20%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%A9%D7%95%D7%9F%2010.12
https://jstribune.com/milsthein-why-is-it-so-difficult-for-israel-to-decipher-hamas/
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Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed for the podcast UnHoly (December 1, 2023) and 

analyzed both the nature of Hamas and of its leader Yahya Sinwar (from minute 18:38). 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to France24 (December 2, 2023) and explained why the weeklong 

truce collapsed. 

Dr. Joshua Krasna was interviewed by CBC (December 3, 2023) regarding the domestic 

and international pressures facing Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, and how 

his navigation of this moment may affect his leadership, the war, and power in the region. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to News9 (December 4, 2023) about the expansion of Israel’s 

ground offensive (From minute 15:26). 

Dr. Arik Rudnitzky was interviewed by i24 News (December 4, 2023) following the survey 

MDC published last week of Arab Society’s Views on the War between Israel and Hamas. 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed by DW (December 6, 2023) regarding the question – 

how realistic is Israel's goal of eliminating Hamas leaders worldwide? 

Prof. Uzi Rabi said to i24 News (December 7, 2023) that the implementation of the UN’s 

Security Council's resolution could bring long-lasting security to Israel’s northern border 

communities. 

Dr. Harel Chorev analyzed in CNN (December 8, 2023) the profile of Hamas leader Yahya 

Sinwar. 

Dr. Michael Milshtein argues in Ynet (December 8, 2023) that there is a new “Iron Curtain” 

dividing the world between different perceptions of truth and morality. 

 

Arabic: 

Dr. Arik Rudnitzky participated in a special panel in Makan (December 7, 2023) 

discussing Arab society in Israel and the relations between Jews and Arabs following the 

war. 

 

  

https://podfollow.com/1548441108/episode/f4343ebff0a39d4514a0777d95e9b14a5abfaf0d/view
https://www.france24.com/en/video/20231201-total-de-hamasisation-of-gaza-will-create-different-atmosphere-for-both-israelis-palestinians
https://www.cbc.ca/player/play/2288965699766
https://www.youtube.com/live/sAHUD-lPZUw?si=WKN2SqLtIsL8K9i_&t=926
https://www.i24news.tv/en/news/israel/society/1701708399-survey-shows-almost-half-of-arab-israelis-support-idf-response-to-hamas-in-gaza?fbclid=IwAR2t5A_7pOvJIzY2Nl3eE4WMpt38PeprOl8Kim4iNJ3jkT4R01wbWl56Z4s
https://youtu.be/fWVomYSMulA?si=QQV0n50tjmTkr3sT&t=466
https://twitter.com/i24NEWS_EN/status/1732861450639618350?t=PmMpNWoX1c1rvw66wiOldw&s=19
https://www.cnn.com/2023/12/07/middleeast/yahya-sinwar-profile-intl/index.html
https://www.ynet.co.il/news/article/sjvjcsjv6
https://youtu.be/eSFfxRcZ1_U?si=pQOYezfME_tWWBlA&t=1405
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French: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was quoted in FranceInfo (December 2, 2023) explaining why 

Israel’s ground offensive is now focusing on the southern Gaza Strip. 

Dr. Harel Chorev spoke to i24 News Français (December 11, 2023) about Israel’s ground 

offensive in the Gaza Strip and the debate regarding the entry of Palestinian workers to 

Israel. 

 

German: 

Dr. Harel Chorev was interviewed for the web documentary Interferenzen (December 4, 

2023) and explained how false reports on social media fuel anti-Semitic motives and anti-

Israel groups. 

Dr. Harel Chorev analyzed in Sueddeutsche Zeitung (December 8, 2023) the profile of 

Hamas Leader Yahya Sinwar. 

 

Russian: 

Dr. Michael Milshtein was interviewed by NewsRu (December 1, 2023) regarding 

Hamas’s leaders and hierarchy, the Palestinian reaction to October 7 events and the 

conclusions that Israel should draw. 

 

Portuguese: 

Dr. Harel Chorev analyzed in CNN Brasil (December 8, 2023) the profile of Hamas Leader 

Yahya Sinwar. 

 

Azeri: 

Dr. Arik Rudnitzky was quoted in Az24 (December 4, 2023) regarding the survey MDC 

published this week of Arab Society’s Views on the War between Israel and Hamas. 

 

https://www.francetvinfo.fr/monde/proche-orient/israel-palestine/guerre-entre-israel-et-le-hamas-pourquoi-l-armee-israelienne-concentre-desormais-son-offensive-sur-le-sud-de-la-bande-de-gaza_6219684.html
https://youtu.be/bcVl8Dwro9s
https://interferenzen.democ.de/video/terror-tiktok-judenhass/
https://www.sueddeutsche.de/politik/konflikte-israel-macht-weiter-jagd-auf-sinwar-dpa.urn-newsml-dpa-com-20090101-231208-99-224335
https://www.newsru.co.il/israel/1dec2023/milstein_701.html
https://www.cnnbrasil.com.br/internacional/quem-e-yahya-sinwar-lider-do-hamas-que-teria-planejado-ataque-contra-israel/
https://www.az24saat.org/er%C9%99b-israillil%C9%99r-oktyabrin-7-n%C9%99-cavabin-haqli-olub-olmamasi-il%C9%99-bagli-fikir-ayriligina-dusubl%C9%99r-sorgu-israil-x%C9%99b%C9%99rl%C9%99ri/
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Thank you for your time, attention, and continued support. 

 

Best, 

The Moshe Dayan Center for Middle Eastern and African Studies 

Tel Aviv University 


